Social Studies and World Citizenship

In the interest of international communication and the
free expression of ideas, it is to be hoped that academic as
well as scientific and commercial organizations will assist ia
the movement towards an agreed auxiliary language. A
Committee of the British Association on post-war university
education has dealt with the subject recently in one of the
sections of its report. It recommends that, apart altogether
from the academic study of language and literature, every
university should require its students to be able to m?ke
themselves understood, by speech and writing, in an inter-
national auxiliary language. This Committee has gone still
further and suggested that Basic English, or something akin
to it, may be considered. However, we suggest later <m
reasons against this. The Committee suggests that the
Universities Bureau of the British Empire, in consulta-
tion with the American Universities Bureau and the Asso-
ciation of University Professors and Lecturers of Allied
Countries in Great Britain, could take up the subject very
appropriately and prepare a report on it.

ESPERANTO :   AN INTERNATIONAL AUXILIARY LANGUAGE

We are in agreement with the views of the British
Association Committee of 1921; but we would go stifl
further and emphasize the suitability of Esperanto as an
international auxiliary language, especially since it is already
becoming known in many countries, though, we admit, not
so well known as it ought to be, and certainly must be if il
is to be adopted with effect.

The international language known as Esperanto was
presented to the world nearly sixty years ago by the latse
Dr. L. L, Zanienhof of Warsaw. It has spread, and is
spreading, far and wide. There is scarcely any important
country where it has not gained a large number of adherents
and friends.              .                                                     '

Esperanto, which has lasted much longer and attained
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